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Rosebery on taking the premiership had given the foreign office
to Lord Kimberley,1 Sir Edward Grey remaining undersecre-
tary. But the new head kept close to the old, and direction was
unaltered. On 16 July 1894 Great Britain signed a treaty with
Japan providing for the abolition after five years of British con-
sular jurisdiction. No other European Power had yet made this
gesture of trust in the modernization of the Mikado's realm, and
it was much appreciated. The following month brought war
between Japan and China over Korea. The Chinese fagade
crumbled almost at a touch. In a swift series of victories on land
and sea the islanders drove their opponents from Korea, overran
the Liao-Tung peninsula, and in November captured the great
fortress-harbour of Port Arthur, which dominates the Gulf of
Pe-chi-li and the sea-approach to Peking. By the Treaty of
Shimonoseki (15 April 1895) the Chinese were forced to cede
these areas, as also the island of Formosa; but thereupon a group
of three European Great Powers—Germany, Russia, and France
—intervened, and ordered the victor to give back the Liao-Tung
peninsula and Port Arthur in the name of the integrity of China.
Deeply mortified, Japan complied. But the fact that Great
Britain stood away from the intervention was very favourably
noted by her. China, unforeseeing, felt grateful to the Russians,
and gave them a railway concession across Manchuria which
shortened their line to Vladivostok. She was fast falling into the
position of Turkey—a sick empire with jealous vultures waiting
to divide the carcass.
Turkey herself outraged civilized opinion by a series of mass-
acres in Armenia, of which news first came through in July 1894.
They were similar to the 1876 atrocities which cost her Bulgaria,
but on a larger scale. Yet this time they cost her nothing, and
she repeatedly resumed them with impunity. British opinion
was deeply moved. Lord Kimberley took every step possible
short of committing his country to single-handed military or
naval action. Thanks to him a commission of inquiry (January
to July 1895) forced the facts to light; and in May a scheme of
reforms was presented to the Porte by Great Britain, France, and
Russia. But the sultan temporized and evaded as usual, while
1 B. 1826; educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford; succeeded as 3rd
baron Wodehouse in 1847; Irish viceroy, x 864-6; created carl of Kiraberley, 1866;
lord privy seal, 1868-70; colonial secretary, 1870-4 and 1880-2; Indian secretary,
1882-5 and 1886; president of the council and Indian secretary, 1892-4; foreign
secretary, 1894-5; d. 1902.

